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Iris Grace is six years old and severely autistic. For the first few years of her life she barely communicated
at all - she hardly ever looked up when her parents walked into a room, she rarely smiled or spoke. Her
mother Arabella despaired - Iris seemed to be trapped in her own world, unreachable. Then one day the

family decided to get a cat, Thula, with whom Iris had an immediate affinity. She appeared to open up and

communicate with Thula in a way that she hadn't done before. The little girl who seemed to be lost in her

own world slowly blossomed. Iris is an extraordinarily gifted artist who sees the world in a profoundly vivid

.and visceral way, and with Thula by her side, she will sit and paint for hours
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